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ADVISORY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES 

Of

September 7, 2011
A meeting of the Advisory & Finance Committee was held on Wednesday, September 7, 2011.  The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Robert Nassau at 7:00 p.m. and was conducted at the Plymouth Town Hall, in the Mayflower II Meeting Room, 11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, MA.

PRESENT
Fourteen members of the Committee were present: 

Robert Nassau, Michael Hanlon, Richard Gladdys, Christopher Merrill, Richard Reisig, John Moody, Cornelius Bakker, Charles Stevens, Patricia Whalen, Franklin Roberts, James Sweeney, Marc Sirrico and Nancy McSpadden.
Linda Benezra attended the Capital Outlay Expenditure Committee meeting and arrived at 7:50 p.m.
ABSENT

One members of the Committee was absent: 



Wayne Dickson 
AGENDA ITEMS

Article 11
 Purchase - 463 Ryder Way Plymouth Long Beach - $850,000 and

Article 12
 Land Exchange Plymouth Long Beach $100,000 

Director of Environmental Management, David Gould presented information to the Committee regarding Article 11 & Article 12.  Mr. Gould indicated Article 11 is to ask town meeting to appropriate funds for $850,000 for the purchase of 463 Ryder Way located on Plymouth’s Long Beach.  
There were questions regarding funding for future maintenance to the property.  Mr. Gould said the Beach Revolving Fund would be utilized for expenses relating to maintenance.  In addition, Mr. Gould said with more access to Long Beach he anticipates an increase in the number of sticker sales.  Patricia Whalen inquired about the number of additional parking spaces that would be gained by the acquisition of Ryder Way.  Mr. Gould indicated that there could be approximately 15 to 20 additional spaces and he estimated the Town’s owns approximately 85% of the property along Long Beach.

Mike Hanlon inquired about the use of Community Preservation funds.  Mr. Gould said if CPC funds were utilized, there would be certain restrictions required that would limit the Town’s ability to manage the beach.  He also indicated that he looked into state grants, however if the town accepted grants they would not be able to restrict access only to town residents.

Robert Betters spoke as the attorney for the Tassinari family concerning the property listed in Article 12.  Mr. Betters said the Town agreed to purchase the Laughlin property and in a separate agreement, they are entering into a transaction for the exchange of the Tassinari family property.  
There were questions regarding how the $850,000 borrowing would be repaid.  Lynne Barrett Director Finance said the borrowing would be for the $850,000 over a 20-year period and would be paid within the general fund.  
Patricia Whalen moved to approve Article 11 as presented. 

James Sweeney, second.  
Discussion:

Mr. Bakker spoke in opposition to the article since the access would be limited to a minority of the residents. 

Mr. Stevens spoke in opposition and said, “By receiving approximately 20 extra parking areas at $40 per sticker, this would leave a shortfall”. 

Christopher Merrill said he felt the $850,000 could be utilized for other purposes on the beach such as the seawall. 

The motion fails (4-9-0). Cornelius Bakker, Richard Gladdys, Nancy McSpadden, Christopher Merrill, John Moody, Richard Reisig, Franklin Roberts, Marc Sirrico, and Charles Stevens voting in opposition. 
James Sweeney moved to approve Article 12 as presented. 

Michael Hanlon, second.  
Christopher Merrill moved to amend the language in the warrant article to add the $100,000 for the Tassinari property to be used to offset the borrowing of $850,000 

Nick Bakker, second.  

The motion to amend carries.
The main motion fails (2-10-1). Cornelius Bakker, Richard Gladdys, Nancy McSpadden, Christopher Merrill, John Moody, Richard Reisig, Franklin Roberts, Marc Sirrico, Charles Stevens, and Patricia Whalen voting in opposition.  Linda Benezra abstained. 

Article 14 Redevelopment Authority – Reimbursement of Expenses - $36,184
Dean Rizzo presented information regarding Article 14. A request for reimbursement of expenses to the Redevelopment Authority for expenses that were incurred over the past two years, since 2009 regarding the 1820 Court House.  Mr. Moody asked for a presentation of the Historic Structures Report. Mr. Rizzo said he would provide information regarding the study for the Committee’s next meeting. 
Linda Benezra inquired about the cost of the Web site and questioned why it would be considered stabilization of the Court House.  Mr. Rizzo said the web site is part of public outreach.  Ms. Benezra also inquired about enhancements in the lease agreement with the County Commissioners.  Mr. Rizzo said he could not get into specifics regarding the lease agreement negotiations with the County.  Linda Benezra asked, “If you knew you would be incurring the expenses, then why did you not go through the budget process to meet those expenses?”  Mr. Rizzo said they were not successful in obtaining funding from CPC and Laura Schaffer indicated PRA did come before the town to obtain a budget and were turned down. 

Mr. Gladdys inquired about where the funds would be coming from to pay for the reimbursement.  Mr. Rizzo said it would be up to the “powers that be” to determine a funding source for this request.
John Moody moved to approve as presented for $26,584.08 and not to include the cost for insurance. 
Michael Hanlon, second.  
Discussion: 

Mike Hanlon spoke in favor of the article and said town meeting had overwhelmingly voted to support the redevelopment authority and encouraged the committee to support this request.
Linda Benezra said she believes the town can only spend with an appropriation and therefore they should not pay the bills.  Ms. Barrett said she is seeking clarification, due to her concerns as well, whether or not they could reimburse for bills that span over a two-year period and are not the responsibility of the Town, they are the responsibility of the PRA. 

John Moody moved to postpone Article 14 only to September 21, 2011 to allow for additional information to be presented. 
Linda Benezra, second.  The amendment to postpone fails (6-7-0). Cornelius Bakker, Richard Gladdys, Christopher Merrill, Richard Reisig, Charles Stevens, James Sweeney, and Patricia Whalen voting in opposition. 
Patricia Whalen moved to approve $26,584.08 contingent upon town counsels opinion of the legal expenditure.

Cornelius Bakker, second. 

Discussion:
Linda Benezra expressed concerns with setting precedence of paying bills without an appropriation. 
The amended motion carries (7-6-0). Linda Benezra, Michael Hanlon, Christopher Merrill, John Moody, Franklin Roberts, Marc Sirrico voting in opposition. 
The Main motion fails (6-7-0). Linda Benezra, Richard Gladdys, Christopher Merrill, John Moody, Richard Reisig, Franklin Roberts, and Marc Sirrico voting in opposition. 
Article 15 Redevelopment Authority – 1820 Court House Phase II - $200,000

Dean Rizzo presented information regarding Article 15 for Phase II of the 1820 Court House. 

Cornelius Bakker questioned why the planning stages were not presented upfront, and added, “The committee is getting tired of the PRA coming back for funds for this project”.

Patricia Whalen moved to approve as amended to include funds from HUD be applied to the appropriation. 

James Sweeney, second.  
Discussion:
Michael Hanlon spoke in favor of the article and asked the Committee to keep sight of what was presented to the town 2½ years ago.  There was discussion regarding having concepts approved and getting a developer in to work with the town.  Several members felt it was necessary to see the Historical Structures Report to make a better-informed decision. 

James Sweeney moved to postpone Article 15 to September 21, 2011 to allow the Committee to receive the Historic Structures Report. 
Charles Stevens, second. 
The motion to postpone carries (8-5-0). Cornelius Bakker, Richard Gladdys, Michael Hanlon, Franklin Roberts, and Patricia Whalen. 
Article 16A Community Preservation Committee – Plymco - $350,000
William Keohan Chairman of the Community Preservation Committee presented information to the Committee regarding Article 16A. Mr. Keohan indicated the purchase of the Plymco property located on Billington Street would allow for the rehabilitation and restoration of the dam, brook and overall neighborhood as well as improve the Town Brook to Morton Park Trail connection.

Linda Benezra moved to approve as presented. 

James Sweeney, second.  The motion carries (11-1-1). Charles Stevens voting in opposition.  Patricia Whalen abstained. 
Article 16B Community Preservation Committee – Slave Dwelling - $15,000

William Keohan Chairman of the Community Preservation Committee presented information to the Committee regarding Article 16B.  Mr. Keohan indicated the article is a request for funds to be used for the restoration, rehabilitation and preservation of a timber-framed structure, which was originally used as a dwelling to house slaves dating back to the colonial era.  

John Moody moved to approve as presented. 

James Sweeney, second.  The motion carries unanimously
Article 16C Community Preservation Committee – 911 Old Sandwich Road - $190,000

William Keohan Chairman of the Community Preservation Committee presented information to the Committee regarding Article 16C.  Mr. Keohan indicated this article is a request for funds to be used for the purchase of property located on Old Sandwich Road. The acquisition of this property will improve access to existing town owned conservation land. 

Patricia Whalen moved to approve as presented. 

Richard Gladdys, second.  The motion carries (12-1-0).
Article 16D Community Preservation Committee – Fuller Farm/Drew Road - $57,000

William Keohan Chairman of the Community Preservation Committee presented information to the Committee regarding Article 16D.  Mr. Keohan indicated the article is a request for funds to be used for the purchase of property located on Fuller Farm and Drew Road.  The acquisition of this property will improve access to existing town owned conservation land and improve trail connections from the Eel River Preserve to the Town Forest.   

James Sweeney moved to approve as presented. 

Patricia Whalen, second.  The motion carries unanimously
Article 17
 Amend Zoning By-Law, Section 205-57 "Aquifer Protection District" 

Lee Hartmann Director of Planning & Development presented Article 17 to the Committee.  Mr. Hartmann indicated approval of this article would reflect current best practices and regulations and be more specific with respect to monitoring requirements related to the aquifer protection district. 
James Sweeney moved to approve as presented. 

Charles Stevens, second.  The motion carries unanimously
John Moody moved to extend the meeting until 10:45 p.m.

Patricia Whalen, second.  The motion to extend carries unanimously. 

Article 18 Amend Zoning By-Law, Section 205-55 "Mixed Commerce" 

Lee Hartmann Director of Planning & Development presented Article 18 to the Committee.  Mr. Hartmann indicated §205-55 of the Zoning Bylaw would designate new franchised automobile sales as a special permits use in the Mixed Commerce District.  In addition, this would create more stringent environmental design conditions.  Mr. Hartmann asked the Committee to amend by adding 100 ft. buffer to read as follows: 

For a special permit for a licensed new car franchise dealer under this section and in lieu of the requirements of Section 205-21A(2)(a), a buffer strip of a minimum of 100 feet shall be required. The buffer strip shall include screening adequate for the situation and characteristics of use and shall be retained or provided for in the form of a planted earthen berm, thick plantings, walls, fences or any combination thereof, as required by the special permit granting authority. 

Mr. Jim McNealy, a resident, spoke in opposition of the allowing auto dealerships in the Aquifer Protection District.  Mr. McNealy said, “I applaud the efforts of the Planning Department in approving the Aquifer Protection District. However, I do not feel allowing auto dealerships in an aquifer protection district is a proper use”. 
Ms. Judy Barber, a resident, also spoke in opposition of allowing auto dealerships at Commerce Way.  Ms. Barber asked, “Why are we here again?” town meeting just voted in the spring not to amend the Zoning Bylaw. Ms. Barber said this is not good planning and will not preserve the property values.

James Sweeney moved to extend the Advisory & Finance Committee meeting until 11:00 p.m. 

John Moody, second.  The motion to extend carries. 
William Hallisey Chairman of the Board of Selectmen and Marc Garrett Chairman of the Planning Board spoke in support of amending the Zoning Bylaw for Mixed Commerce use.
Patricia Whalen moved to approve and include the amendment of the 100” buffer as presented. 

John Moody, second. 
Discussion:

Cornelius Bakker said, “This is one reason why people say you can’t beat City Hall”.  Perception is seriously diminished. 

The motion carries (11-2-0). Cornelius Bakker and Charles Stevens voting in opposition.
Article 21 Land Transfer Long Pond Road to Plymouth Affordable Housing Trust 

Lee Hartmann Director of Planning & Development presented Article 21 to the Committee.  Mr. Hartmann indicated the purpose of this request is to transfer approximately 35 acres from the Town Treasurer to the Board of Selectmen for conveyance.  He added, five lots would go to the Plymouth Affordable Housing Trust, three lots to a non-profit veterans housing group and approximately 25 acres to the Conservation Commission.  The Trust would then construct five affordable single-family homes, the veterans’ group three units of veterans housing and the Conservation Commission preserve approximately 25 acres. 

John Moody moved to approve as presented

James Sweeney, second.  The motion carries unanimously
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John Moody moved to approve as presented. 

Richard Reisig, second.  James Sweeney abstained.
ADJOURNMENT
Patricia Whalen moved for adjournment.

James Sweeny, second.  The motion for adjournment carries unanimously.  
The meeting adjourned at 11:12 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela L. Borgatti
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